
Dear Essentials Teacher (yes, parent, you are the teacher), 

We are embarking on an incredible journey beginning Monday, September 11, 2017, and now 
is the time to prepare.  It will be an exciting learning adventure for each of us.   These are 
some suggestions to help us all rise to the challenge of Essentials.  Please review the 
following list and prepare accordingly.

Class will begin promptly at 1:00 and end at 3:00 PM each Monday  It is expected that you will 
pull up a chair next to your student and help him/her through the lessons each week.  You will 
also be a beautiful example to your child as you model how to be a good student.  Remember I 
am here as a resource for you and an encouragement to your student, but YOU are still your 
child’s teacher.  Your presence in class is required for the program to be implemented as it was 
designed. My job is to model how to teach grammar at home.  

Our class starts on Monday, September 11, 2017 at 1pm. There are three key components of 
Essentials: Language Arts, IEW Structure and Style of writing, and math drills. 

• During Language Arts, we will be studying the grammar of the English language using 
the Essentials of the English Language Guide for 45 minutes.  

• Our Writing portion is 45 minutes focused on the 9 structures of writing while 
introducing different stylistic devices as outlined in Teaching Writing: Structure and Style 
(TWSS).  

• The 30 minutes allotted for math focuses on drilling the essential math facts necessary 
for upper level mathematics. 

Here are the items that are essential to being successful in Essentials:

• The Essentials of the English Language Guide 4th Edition by Leigh Bortins. This is 
the parent and student book

• Trivium Tables: English Grammar and Quit et Quo. 

• The U.S History Based Writing Lessons by Lori Verstegen.  This book contains the 
source texts we will be using in class. (Student and Teacher editions) 

• Teaching Writing: Structure and Style (TWSS) Workbook. You can purchase just the 
workbook for $29 
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Weekly Structure
5-days a week

Day 1 will be spent in community and the other 4 will be spent at home drilling.  

EEL at home: Please read pages 19-22 of the EEL guide (4th edition) for more detail on how 
to plan your week.

     1.  The first 10-15 minutes should be spent on the Student Mastery Charts.  
           2.  The second 10-15 minutes focuses more on the dialectic using the analytical tasks.   

Writing lessons at home:  A syllabus will be provided for you to know the schedule. The time 
spent each week varies with the ability of your child.  It usually takes 30-45 minutes a day.  
This is a suggested schedule.  

    
     1.    Day 1: Class day where structure and style is introduced and modeled

           2.    Day 2: Completing outlines and brainstorming activities and teaching any concepts 
                             from TWSS that were not fully covered in class
           3.    Day 3: Writing the rough draft
           4.    Day 4: Completion and editing of the rough draft
           5.    Day 5: Completing the Final draft and labeling the paper. 

Math

Math is another portion of our Essentials class. My goal is for our class to be ready to 
participate in the National Number Knockout if a student desires to do so! Just think, one of our 
students could win $10,000! We can do this and have a great time sharpening our computation 
skills. At home, you should simply drill the basic mental math facts of adding, subtracting, and 
multiplying numbers quickly and accurately.  Have fun—don’t make it stressful!! Math drills can 
take between 5-15 minutes. 

I consider it an honor and privilege to partner with you. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions or concerns.  I am including my email and phone number below.  The 
best way to reach me is by cell phone (calling or texting). With 4 young children at home, 
sometimes long phone calls are hard to do spur of the moment. Longer conversations are best 
scheduled, so I can plan a time when I can talk without interruption.  Feel free to text me a 
quick question or to set up a time to talk by phone or in person.

I look forward to working with each one of you.

Your Humble Essentials Tutor,

Michelle Nord
Email: tmnord@gmail.com
Cell: 847.682.2415
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